STANDING ORDERS FOR CND COUNCIL  (Adopted September 1996)

Order of Business

1.
Arrangements for meetings of CND Council, including deadlines for receipt of papers, are the responsibility of the CND Officers.  All members of Council must be informed at least one month in advance of an impending meeting.  The first Council papers mailing will normally be sent out three weeks before the meeting.  A second, response only, mailing will be circulated one week before Council.

2.
The setting of the agenda is the responsibility of the CND Officers.  In doing so, they shall ensure that:

a) each item is given sufficient time to be fully discussed and

b) items of business not adequately discussed at any Council meeting should be placed on the agenda for the next meeting in a place that ensures its full discussion.

c) all proposals implying major expenditure will be required to be submitted as a project management proposal.

Preparation of Council Meetings

3. Officers, staff, representatives of Regions/Nations and of Specialist sections, and other members of Council will do their utmost to ensure that all topics to be discussed are adequately covered by Reports and Discussion Papers prepared in time to be sent out with the first Mailing. (The second Mailing is exclusively for comments, including amendments, to items in the first Mailing.)

In particular, no paper, report, etc. submitted on the day of council will be accepted for discussion unless:

a) In a vote at the beginning of council, members accept that the paper covers a genuine emergency, i.e. involves information which was not known and/or covers a topic which had not arisen, at the time of the deadline for the first Mailing.

AND

b) Before the start of the meeting, up to 60 copies as required have been distributed to the members present.

Conduct of Discussion

4.


a)
Speakers shall be selected from the Chair, from among those who have indicated a wish to speak.  In choosing speakers the Chair shall attempt to provide a balance between different viewpoints, gender and age, and in particular attempt to alternate between what s/he believes to be the main blocks of opinion on any given subject.  Where appropriate the Chair may introduce time limits to contributions from the floor.

b) Each time a Council member speaks, they must state their name and, where appropriate, the organisation they represent on Council.

c) Voting cards will be supplied to Council members representing regions, nations and specialist sections and will be used for all votes.

d) Only full voting members of Council may formally propose resolutions and amendments.

5. Whenever the Chair speaks any person speaking shall give way.  Points of information and Points of Order shall be taken.  Requests for clarification must be taken and answered before any vote.

6. Only the following procedural resolutions shall be put; these must be taken immediately to the vote with no discussion (except see f):

a) that the resolution to be taken in parts (parts to be specified)

b) to refer the topic under discussion (the motion must specify to where the topic be referred)

c) to move next business

d) to now vote on the resolution

e) to continue the discussion

f) to challenge to the Chair’s ruling (Chair may exercise a right of reply of up to one minute).

These to be carried by a simple majority.

Quorum

7. No vote shall be taken unless the meeting is quorate at that time. The quorum for Council meetings shall be one third of the number eligible to vote, providing that there are at least two Officers present.

Reports

8. Reports will not be normally spoken to, but will be open to questions from the floor.  All reports are to be circulated with the first mailing.  All or part of a report may be referred back if required to the Officers, the appropriate sub-group or the next meeting of Council.

Points of Order, Suspension of Standing Orders

9. Any member of Council may raise a point of order concerning these standing orders, and is entitled to be heard providing that they:

a) state the number of the standing order they raised

b) shall not speak for more than one minute to their point.

10. Any of these standing orders may be suspended if two thirds of those present and voting agree.  The proposer of this suspension is entitled to one minute’s explanation.  One opposing view may be taken by the Chair for a similar time, at which point the motion will be put to the vote.

