Minutes CND AGM,

John Lennon Art Academy, Liverpool John Moores University
Saturday October 12th 2013
Present: approx 100 company members of CND, members of CND Council, CND officer team & CND staff.  Minutes: Linda Hugl.
Opening remarks

Councillor Gary Millar, Lord Mayor of Liverpool, welcomed the conference to the City of Liverpool and explained the magic of his chain of office and some history of the city.
Elections

Officer Hustings

The candidates made their hustings speeches: Dave Webb candidate for CND Chair; Linda Hugl, candidate for CND Treasurer; Daniel Blaney, Sarah Cartin, Jeremy Corbyn MP, candidates for Vice Chair. 

Resolution 1: ‘All Officers endorsed in the ballot, results to be announced later, are elected’, was carried overwhelmingly with 2 abstentions.  It was later announced that all the officers were endorsed in the ballot.

Resolution 2: ‘Subject to results of the election 15 Council members are elected’ was overwhelmingly carried with one abstention.  
The following were elected in the ballot: Adam Beese, Sophie Bolt, Jenny Clegg, Tom Cuthbert, Ian Fairlie, Caroline Lucas MP, Lydia Merryl, David Rumsey, Pat Sanchez, Callum Smith, Tony Staunton, Jim Taggart, Carol Turner, Hannah Twedell, Katy West; with Vijay Mehta as the reserve.

Resolution 3: ‘All Council members nominated by the nations, regions, specialist sections, YCND and Student CND (see below) are elected’, was carried unanimously.

CND Cymru: Michael Freeman, Jill Gough, Jon Plumpton; Scottish CND: Alan Mackinnon, Veronika Tudhope, Arthur West; East Midlands CND: Ian Cohen, Richard Johnson, Lesley Matthews; London Region CND: James Brann, Isobel McHarg, Nicholas Russell; Cumbria Area: Joan West; NW Region: Philip Gilligan, Owen Sloss, Gerry Poole; SE Region: Ros Cooke, John Hemsley; Southern Region: Michael Waugh, Nigel Day; SW Region: Peter LeMare, Tom Milburn, Michal Lovejoy; Yorkshire Region, Sylvia Boyes, Georgia Gwynne, Elva Lynch-Bathgate; Christian CND: Chris Gidden; Labour CND: Joy Hurcombe; Student CND, Mark Soames; Green CND, Adam Pogonowski.
Campaigns Presentation

General Secretary Kate Hudson presented highlights of the year’s campaigning activities, which were detailed in the conference booklet. 

In response to questions she commented: CND can improve on all areas but there is a unique opportunity to Scrap Trident in the next few years; need to increase grass roots and working with other groups locally; anxiety was expressed about austerity links to Trident as the money is there but government chooses not to prioritise this; links to Syria’s use of chemical weapons and our holding of nuclear weapons – shows the effectiveness of international treaties and there should be one against nuclear weapons; poor nuclear weapons convention sign up by political parties – still sticking to NPT; government not yet said ‘no’ to attending humanitarian conference on the effects of nuclear weapons; nuclear weapons are generally illegal; CND against genocidal weapons even if they cost nothing; nuclear weapons convention should be more prominent in our campaigning literature – there is discussion within the disarmament community about the form of a nuclear weapons convention; our emphasis in the UK is rightly Trident; recent trial judge said nothing could be done in campaigning against Afghanistan drones; RAF Waddington only 3 miles away; 
Other comments: campaign congratulated for a great year’s work; Wool Not Weapons initiative knitting 7 miles of wool panels for Aldermaston to Burghfield should be supported.
Resolution 4: ‘The annual report is accepted’, was carried unanimously.

Resolution 5: ‘All those involved in working on behalf of the campaign during the year, the Officers, council, staff, volunteers and members/activists are congratulated’, was carried unanimously.

Resolution 6: Constitutional amendment to enable the creation of a Green Party specialist section

Daniel Blaney proposed the constitutional amendment on behalf of the CND officers; there were no other speakers.
The resolution was agreed unanimously.

Accounts

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer Linda Hugl reported on the 2012 accounts as described in the Conference booklet.
She responded to questions on corporation tax, restricted reserves, disabled access at the CND office, fundraising appeal letters including previous donations data, the 2015 budget and the percentage expenditure on different strategic objectives. 
Resolution 7: ‘The 2012 accounts are accepted’, was carried, unanimously.

Resolution 8: ‘All those involved in working on the accounts, the Treasurer, AFG, Finance Officer and the Accountants are thanked for their work’, was carried, unanimously.

Auditors

Resolution 9: ‘The accountants MHA MacIntyre Hudson are re-appointed to audit the accounts’, was carried unanimously.

Fundraising appeal 

A fundraising appeal from Bruce Kent raised £763. 



